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Pip · 11+ English Paper 1

11+ English
Practice Paper 1
15 questions · about 25 minutes · separate answer sheet

Name Primary school

Date Date of birth

How to use this paper. Work through all 15 questions in about 25 minutes. Every question has five options, A to E, and

exactly one correct answer. Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet at the back, not on the question pages, so the

paper can be used again.

Section What it tests Questions

1. Comprehension Retrieval, inference, vocabulary and writer's technique 6

2. Capital letters and punctuation Spotting an error, or deciding there is none 5

3. Sentence completion Choosing the word that makes correct standard English 4

Please read. This is an original Pip practice paper. The passage was written for this paper and is not an extract from any

published book. Pip is not affiliated with, endorsed by or connected to GL Assessment or any exam board.

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Section 1: Comprehension →

https://apps.apple.com/app/pip-11-practice/id6775690698
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pip11plus.app
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Pip · 11+ English Section 1 · Comprehension

SECTION 1 · COMPREHENSION Read the passage, then answer questions 1 to 6.

The Keeper of Beacon Rock

1. The supply boat came on the first Tuesday of every month, and for eleven years

Mrs Adeyemi had met it at the jetty with the same canvas bag over her shoulder.

Beacon Rock was not a comfortable place to live. The island was barely four

hundred paces from end to end, the wind came at it from every direction at once,

5. and the nearest shop was a two hour crossing on a calm day. Visitors who came in

summer said they could not imagine it in winter. Mrs Adeyemi, who had spent

forty-four winters there, said nothing at all, and let them think what they liked.

Her granddaughter Ifeoma arrived in October, sent for the half term holiday

10. because her parents were working. She had expected to be bored within an hour.

Instead she found the logbooks: forty-four of them, one for every year, stacked

in a cupboard beneath the stairs and smelling of salt and pencil shavings. Each

page recorded the weather, the ships that passed, and, in the margin, in

handwriting that grew smaller as the years went on, whatever her grandmother

15. had thought worth remembering. A seal on the east rocks. The first swallow.

A ship that did not answer.

"You wrote about everything," Ifeoma said at supper.

"I wrote about what I saw," said Mrs Adeyemi. "It is not the same thing."

"What is the difference?"

20. Her grandmother put down her spoon. "Anyone can write down everything. It takes

a keeper to notice what matters and leave the rest out."

On the Thursday the fog came down so thickly that the mainland disappeared, and

the lamp above them turned in its slow circle without seeming to reach anything

25. at all. Ifeoma stood at the window and could not see the jetty, or the rocks, or

even the low wall six feet away.

"How do you know it is working?" she asked.

"I do not," her grandmother said. "That is rather the point of it."

An original passage written for this practice paper.

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Questions 1 to 6 →
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Pip · 11+ English Section 1 · Comprehension

QUESTIONS 1 TO 6 Choose one answer for each question.

1 How often did the supply boat come to Beacon Rock?

A Once a week B Once a fortnight C Once a month D Twice a month E Only in summer

2 Why had Ifeoma been sent to Beacon Rock?

A Because her parents were working B Because she asked to see the lighthouse

C Because her grandmother was unwell D Because she was writing about lighthouses for school

E Because the supply boat was late

3 In line 7, "let them think what they liked" suggests that Mrs Adeyemi

A agreed with what the visitors said B was too shy to reply C had not heard the visitors

D did not think it worth correcting them E was frightened of the visitors

4 When Mrs Adeyemi says "It takes a keeper to notice what matters and leave the rest out" (lines 20 to 21), she

means that

A a logbook should record every single event B choosing what to leave out is the real skill

C only trained keepers may write in a logbook D her own logbooks were far too long

E Ifeoma should not have opened the logbooks

5 "That is rather the point of it" (line 28) suggests that Mrs Adeyemi believes the lamp

A has stopped working in the fog B should be switched off until the fog clears

C is less useful than it used to be D needs to be checked far more often

E matters precisely because she cannot see who it reaches

6 The writer uses three short separate sentences, "A seal on the east rocks. The first swallow. A ship that did not

answer." (lines 15 to 16), mainly to

A show how slowly life passed on the island B suggest the entries were written carelessly

C echo the brief, jotted style of the logbook margins D prove that Mrs Adeyemi enjoyed writing

E explain why Ifeoma became bored

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Section 2 →
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Pip · 11+ English Section 2 · Punctuation

SECTION 2 · CAPITAL LETTERS AND PUNCTUATION

Each sentence below is split into four parts. Choose the part that contains a mistake in capital letters or punctuation. If there

is no mistake anywhere in the sentence, choose E.

7 A Ifeoma arrived on beacon rock

B in the middle of October,

C carrying one small bag

D and a raincoat.

E No mistake

8 A Mrs Adeyemi said,

B "the fog will lift by Friday,"

C and went back

D inside the cottage.

E No mistake

9 A Ifeoma stood at the window

B and told her grandmother

C that she couldnt see

D the jetty at all.

E No mistake

10 A The island was small,

B the wind was constant

C and the shop was far away,

D however Ifeoma was never bored.

E No mistake

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Questions 11 to 15 →
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Pip · 11+ English Sections 2 and 3

SECTION 2 · CONTINUED

11 A On the first Tuesday of every month,

B the supply boat crossed from the mainland,

C bringing flour, candles

D and the post.

E No mistake

SECTION 3 · SENTENCE COMPLETION

Choose the word or group of words that best completes each sentence in correct standard English.

12 Neither the keeper nor her granddaughter ______ willing to admit that the crossing had frightened them.

A were B was C are D have been E being

13 The lamp turned steadily, ______ the fog was far too thick for its beam to be seen.

A because B unless C therefore D whereas E although

14 Ifeoma had never read anything ______ interesting as her grandmother's logbooks.

A more B most C as D so E such

15 By the time the supply boat returned, Ifeoma ______ every one of the forty-four logbooks.

A read B has read C was reading D had read E reads

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Answer sheet →
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Pip · 11+ English Answer sheet

Separate answer sheet
Draw a firm line through the box for your chosen letter. If you change your mind, rub it out completely.

Questions 1 to 8

1 A B C D E

2 A B C D E

3 A B C D E

4 A B C D E

5 A B C D E

6 A B C D E

7 A B C D E

8 A B C D E

Questions 9 to 15

9 A B C D E

10 A B C D E

11 A B C D E

12 A B C D E

13 A B C D E

14 A B C D E

15 A B C D E

Score Out of 15

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice Answers and explanations →
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Pip · 11+ English Answers & explanations

Answers 1 to 8
Every answer explained, so a wrong answer teaches something.

Q1 · C Line 1 says the boat came "on the first Tuesday of every month", so it came once a month.

Q2 · A Lines 9 to 10 say she was "sent for the half term holiday because her parents were working".

Q3 · D She "said nothing at all" rather than explaining, which shows she did not consider the visitors worth putting right.

Q4 · B She contrasts writing down "everything", which "anyone can" do, with selecting what matters, which is the skill she is

claiming.

Q5 · E She has just admitted she does not know whether it is working. Her reply means the lamp is for people she cannot see, so not

knowing is the whole purpose of it.

Q6 · C These are margin notes. The clipped, unconnected sentences imitate the way brief jottings actually appear in a logbook.

Q7 · A Beacon Rock is the name of a place, so both words need a capital letter: "Beacon Rock".

Q8 · B Speech begins with a capital letter, so it should read "The fog will lift by Friday,".

pip11plus.com · free 11+ English practice More answers →



p11plu
s.com

 · 
fr

ee 1
1+

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+

pip
11plu

s.c

p11plu
s.com

 · 
fr

ee 1
1+ p

ra
ctic

e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.c

p11plu
s.com

 · 
fr

ee 1
1+ p

ra
ctic

e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.c

p11plu
s.com

 · 
fr

ee 1
1+ p

ra
ctic

e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.c

p11plu
s.com

 · 
fr

ee 1
1+ p

ra
ctic

e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.com
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

pip
11plu

s.c

om
 · 

fr
ee 1

1+ p
ra

ctic
e

Pip · 11+ English Answers & explanations

Answers 9 to 15
Every answer explained, so a wrong answer teaches something.

Q9 · C "couldnt" is a contraction of "could not" and needs an apostrophe where the o is missing: "couldn't".

Q10 · D "however" cannot join two complete sentences with only a comma. It needs a full stop or semicolon before it: "away. However,

Ifeoma was never bored."

Q11 · E Every capital letter and comma here is correct, including the capital T on Tuesday, so the answer is "No mistake".

Q12 · B With "neither ... nor", the verb agrees with the nearer subject. "granddaughter" is singular, so the verb is "was".

Q13 · E "although" is the only option that signals a contrast between the lamp working and the beam not being visible.

Q14 · C The sentence already contains the second "as", so it needs "as ... as" to complete the comparison.

Q15 · D The reading finished before the boat returned, and both events are in the past, so the past perfect "had read" is correct.
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